Dear Paul 


7/9/72 


lour mailing of 7/3 arrived promptly. I have not boon able to yet to it sooner. I 

° f tllG contents separately because 1 have separate files for thorn, like 

first a generality and a strong caution: you took a long time to make any response 
to my request, addressed to almost everyon, that they give thought to the purposes" and 
consequence of rfeeht having access to the autopsy material. Your response was af such a 
nature that it 13 clear you had not really thought this through. At least, I so felt. I 
attribute^ it to a combination of factors, chiefly your preoccupation with your thesis. 
^o_crx , 1013 m. I non t think 1 carried it further with you because of the pressure of many 
the nature Ox your le cter, and the long delay. In any event, what I then fore- 
saw as a potential hazard is closer to coming to pass. There is not now nor was there any- 
tning then any of us could do to prevent this once the government decided upon it. I do 
not x or a moment _ think the decision is Marshall's, and you have copies of several of his 
letters to me wnich could not be more specific in saying he leaves these decisions up 
to the government. The difference possible for us is in damage to us and our work and 
others and our potential for doing anything about it. hut in general, nobody would think, 
ooouy wi 1 worm together, and those who for years have done no work have taken the load 
and. dominate. Only the never-informed and under-informed are active. Coinciding with this 
is what I regard as the most reprehensible personal misconduct by Gary and Jerry, each 
of whom separately misused my material, both knowing my objections to it and their basis 
and neither ever arguing against my view. They are among the few with whom I was able to 
discuss tins in person. Howard is the only other who comes to mind. Both admit doing this, 
lheir defense of tnievery and inevitable misuse is, in Kerry's words, the requirement of 
. S°° a _ conscience. It was all entirely unnecessary for I had done what both did long before 

tliat in giving Cyril promptly the information they stole to give him. S 0 , they gave him 
no information he diun t have. Gary attempted a defense that boils down to he" duplicated 
my work, .md slrnc he did from what I also gave him in confidence, not on his ami. I leave 
the etoical and moral consideration you may or may not see here to you. To me they are 
clear and they must bo a turning point. *ou know the concern I have had about such tilings 
or years, t is not simply that 1 am entitled to my own work, ‘‘t is tliat there are too 
many incompetents, sick and self-seeking who can mess things up'as so often lias happened. 

- LIy correspondents will be fewer. As I told you, I have broken off with both £ald 
Jerry ana aakea iroia each the return of all I gave them. Jerry has not responded to this. 

n °i U f e a willingness. I have also written Sylvia. 3he avoids 

cpntact with reality and^the specifics of my letter in her answer/ She reports what I knew, 
.nat she had been sick. 1 have not washed this soiled linen in public or in any general 
distributions tor a number of reasons aside from the obvious undesirability. One is tliat 
3ui her letter bylvia without realising it says what could be damaging to her, and that I 
don p t want to spread around, .mother is tliat she also without knowing it establishes tliat 
the successful espionage anti abuse of confidence includes more than has come uo. It is 
without possibility of questioning. I would rather bo able to detect more such tilings and 
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oinciding with tins there have been a few strange tilings, all possibly innocent 
but none saiely ignored. There are carefully limited mail problems, limited to those with 
whom 1 am m touch on tins and related to the Hay case. Your letter dime faster than 
any ox nowardSs, whose should come overnight. Or Gary's. The little nail from N.O. is 
prompt. All from strangers also is. Letters from the Whites take as little as tiro days 
from the time of mailing until 1 have them/ And along with tins, one young man Ross 
alston, wno I had never met before, went to BO to work with the OTIa for a week. His story 
is time there were 0300 grants available for special work and he said he'd do his on the 
King case? He used this an an excuse for working on the JFK case and so told me. I met him 
lor the iirst time when Howard was here,6/l4, when I was in B.C., in the OTIa office. u e 
came gp the next day. I met him at the bus and took him back to it. Howard spent more time 
with inm and was dissatisfied with everything about him. u e told Howard and me tliat he was 
eavxng lor his fdnnesota home the next day and would not have time to look G a ry up to 
discuss what lie had inadvertently disclosed to Howard and Lie about what Red has been up to. 
Ins source was Red, he said and wo believe. This was before I know of the theft but after it 
nau. happened., nary phoned ue in distress over a curt letter I had written her only because 
messages she nad given others, 1 recall -“ob Smith, had not reached me. She then told me 
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Ross had appeared t ere the day he was supposed to he in Minn. , introduced himself a- „ 
goeu irreud of ume, and enjoyed the courtesies of the house, including access to everytnim, 

Ross b"d tolT thTuS 18 ^ 8 ? T* dUrinS day * WhGn She works * ^ ^ turns out that 
oss had told the OIL, people he was going to Texas. He knew their connection with w 

1 nave checked this with Howard and there is no doubt in his mnd about the acc 

‘■LS C -°B l0Ct i° a « ^ howard reatt ^ corrected the nemo I wrote when we returned from 
taking Ross to the ous. lie had, as I said, been with Ross when I wasn't. RoS did SL 
dary from the_airport, as he said would be all he could do, but what airport and ,£ T 
ao noo know. 11 all of tins is innocent. I'm not going to assume it. 

°o, thinking-" that seems to dominate the to me insane actions of those who are 


0U(, ol it-and I mean 100W> esept for zanies - is that 


oi oylvia, the brilliant mind that 


concludes you are an agent because of disagreement on your melon project. We will all 
line to suffer it and survive its potential as best we can. 

coil bv Sfjl’ 1 W * sted t0 ° uuch timo trying to keep straight those who 

in an/evont worthies mtellectually ana emotionally incppable of it, and those who are 

£ t “ 6rr0r 1 Can t afford t0 continue. I expect my correspondents 

the deld L? o rthe oft T “ ** 0336 ^ We Hust » «onehow, escape 

txle aeda Hand ol rhe past or there can be no future. ’ 

* * * * 

JMo phoned me 5 a.m. Ms time several days ago to remind me on the Cuban munitions 

t^of&ul 1 I wff S ab ° Ut lla T r 9H213 * 0nly one otIler appeared in the gost, 

lao ol seal. I don t know now much can now be done with this, but I have cone -nine * 

backgrounding, There is too much other news and too few avaiMblf rep^Ls Sth X 

oL^S^orte^wio? fST® ^T* ^°™ SpaperS are stripping even their local staff, 
une reporter lo whom 1 com umcated tins told that if anything happened in Ids city the 

at‘SSSi r SS^ rS «-o 0 S d 311 Set C °;° narieS tryine t0 c " ver There was expressed interest 
at several paper., , .o if you sec anything relevant it might be good to send it to me If 

no, too trouble. I„u rball, sltoulu do ao you are doinc, 

^T^w CliP: - thanl: f* Xv ° n lmB brok8n off on this » n °t responded to about 3 Itrs. 

S t since aoout sites first week June. iWt know why. Will write JG when can. 

Rttrunigg herewith T-P 2/li, PBI Hen Shoot Man in Holdup. If it is because t p ppt 
snoot, can understand. Hone of the names, of the agents of Gerald alien seem to have 


Ha, 


men 


^cuuco, ux uuu ageiib s or U-eT’ald Allen wpi , 
meaning to me. Uould you indicate on back what you load in mind and return clip? 

hurt u^Ldlff thr 0 U ^i 1 m ° oka y» onl y dana ^ e f noi.i county problems which xtarsBiy 
nurt Uo and our promperty anu make work for me. 

There is no way of hoping Hichols. He wonM listen and ho is an inst-Mot--ve f,,*™ 
t r hiS lncrGdlblc ego and you have the insoluble. Marshall will roobabiy give^um „ C c4* 
Idxscusced ^s with Bud after reading the OA dodioion, hurtful So^bS^b^T 

H ° Cn0ls dan d0 is dr °R it here, but I feel he is incapable of this as he is 

otter thru hr did, and royoraal 


on these doe 

Jourt as now constituted to confirm it. 


-up bad decision without asking the Supreme 


^ ^ atbimer: i presume you refer to Hhysicans and Residents, something like that Have 
u. naven thread. 1 intend to add littel if anytMng from this to PH, where I do to 
Lat-cimer with words, as HR also says, what he does with scalpels. I'll probably -just add 
a note. He is now xinnly dated and I think should be ignored. Perhaps after ao-'n- over 
Piece i;i! change my mind. But there is no chance of uSoinf him mao'- cSn^ 

°lui U1 S°f t;U1 " —"I ° y ^ a SUCC6eded 1x1 doin S with Helin. Please believe me. I have ±t ° 

. ±ro den Hadlee, the JPK pal. And wprking reporters, not executives This under 

standing must donate everything- we do or we_ll be constantly cLterproducSv^ 

this J M^^etSn en £^f‘M f y °r + iS f ffer ® nt> Please Send c °py- A you do not heed 
tell’mS £ ° trouble I:laMia e- °0Py ii it is differnt. Just keep and 

Ho word from Goulden, who is writing a new book and promoting the current 1 haven't 

aloSf uSil afte^I smi°? V f th 0t !! er tMnaS ° Stron ^ encourage your leaving^ 
alone until after 1 speaic to nun if you have no special questions for me to ask him I'n 

cue you in after I do speak to Mm. We must be careful not to annoy jeople like Mm.° Gen- 
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erally speaking, I'd. say his at itude is of probable overall agreement with us and of 
sincere mistrust of i’BI. Un the MI he was quite explicit, lie wants to see the i< ! BI 
reports of their interviews with him. I've promised copies when he is here. 

There remain a number of the working press with this general attitude, and every time 
some drek appears or csrosses a desk it hurts us that much more. Sprague was wild even 
for him at a computers meeting in Chattanooga. JEH sent it to me with an anporpriate 
comment. If we can't close theor sick jaws, we can disassociate from these well-meaning 
nut who just can't and won't reason on this subject are immune to the overwhelming. I 
have been through it with Sprague. Lesar laid him out in iiary’s presence as she says she 
has never heard anone addressed, but as you can see, it does not mean a thing. 

Chandler: I'd like to see TV jgnide piece. He was supposed to have been hero end of 
year but hasn't come <md l haven't heard frora him. 


Best, 111/ 



